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Dying to Live / Count the Costs 
Scripture Readings:  Luke 9:22-27;  Luke 14:26-35   

Mark 8:31-38  He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 

rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days 

rise again.  32  He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  33  But when 

Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. "Get behind me, Satan!" he said. "You do not 

have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."  34  Then he called the crowd to him along with his 

disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow 

me.  35  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel 

will save it.  36  What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?  37  Or what can a 

man give in exchange for his soul?  38  If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and 

sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his Father's glory with the holy 

angels." 
 

Introduction:  I submit to you that disciples in the 1
st
 Century understood the death principle and 

were committed to following Jesus as their perfect example:   

 

1 John 2:6  Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.  Note: Must is opheilo οφειλο in 

the Greek and means moral imperative, duty bound and thus a necessity or obligation. 

1 Pet 2:21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that 

you should follow in his steps.   

 

Questions:   

1. Will you commit to walking in the steps of Jesus when you are baptized? 

2. Will you commit to a life of self-denial (suffering/cross-bearing) on behalf of Christ? 

3. Do you believe people naturally accomplish extremely difficult tasks without first making a 

deep commitment to it? 

 

In Mark 8:31 Jesus explained very clearly what would happen to him.  He knew of the future 

hardships and his own death.  He was committed to do God’s will for his life.  His food (bread) was 

to do the will of His Father.  Neither hardships, scorn, ridicule, beatings, imprisonment or death 

would deter him from accomplishing God’s will. 

 

John 12:24-26  I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains 

only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 The man who loves his life will lose it, 

while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me 

must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves 

 

Obedience to the Gospel (Good-News) 

1. Mark 16:15-16  Verse 16 says that a person will be saved if he has done what two things? 

2. II Thess. 1:7-9   Verse 8 says that God will punish a person if they haven’t done what? 

3. I Cor 15:1-4  Verse 2 teaches that we are saved by what?  Verses 3 & 4 says the gospel is a 

message about what three things?  (Answer:  Death, Burial & Resurrection)   

4. Rom. 6:17 Says God’s saved Christians wholeheartedly obeyed what?  How can a person 

obey a form of the death, burial and resurrection?   

5. Rom. 6:3 According to this verse God’s saved people are baptized into what? 

6. Rom. 6:4 What do you believe is God want us to express through the symbolism of being buried? 

7. Rom. 6:5 What does the word “if” mean?  What does God promise us if we obey like this? 

8. Rom. 6:6 What is to be crucified in this act of obedience?  

 


